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CALENDAR FOR January/February

EVERY SUNDAY 10:30 am: MEETING FOR WORSHIP
Child Care Available

LAST SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH:  Unprogrammed Worship and Pot Luck Lunch

Other Events

Sunday, Feb 1 Monthly Meeting for Business following worship
Sunday, Feb 8 Newsletter Deadline for February

January birthdays:  
Erica Lerch 1/1;  Susan Kay 1/20; Glenda Byhouwer 1/25;
Alex Malin 1/27;  Marcel St. Germain 1/29



Letter from Marnie

Dear Friends,

 Happy New Year! A new year, and in just a few days, a new president (our first Afro-American). I grew up in
the segregated south, and continue to be amazed that we have come to this point in my lifetime. But then,
surprising things can come out of situations that can seem at first to be unfixable.   Because, ultimately, life
together - as families, Meetings, societies, even nations - is organic.  It’s alive, and what is alive is capable of
change and new growth - even when it looks badly damaged.

I discovered a sign of this when I went back to my hometown over the Christmas holiday this year. It all started
when my brother called me one day last fall. I inherited my mother’s house after her death in the summer of 2007,
and in the front yard, just in front of the patio that stretches across half of the front of the house, is - or rather was
- a huge twin oak.

Back in its sapling days, two little trees had grown up only
inches apart, and eventually grew together until they were
about four feet tall. Then they separated and spread out into
two trunks. When my parents bought the land, the twin oak
was very tall and very old - at least a hundred years, perhaps
more. It suffered various sorts of damage over the years.
Because it stood apart from other trees nearer the road, it had
been struck by lightening several times. My parents were in the
house during one strike - there was an explosion as the
lightening stripped bark from the trunk, shot across the ground
(exploding bricks out of the walk) and went through the wiring
of the house. Just at ceiling level in the living room, with a hiss
and a crack, it blew a chunk of plaster out of the wall, across
the entire room and into the dining area.

But my brother’s call brought bad news - a powerful
windstorm had felled one of the ancient trunks. It crashed
across the patio, demolished the railing, smashed patio
furniture and a lamp standard on the way down, and struck the
corner of the roof, knocking off several rows of shingles. That
required quick repair to prevent water leaking into the house.

But more sadly - and not repairable - it stripped all the lower branches off one side of a beautiful old white pine,
tall and straight enough to be a lodge pole.

Worse, it broke off the entire top half of a huge holly tree which had been at least 35 feet high. I had particularly
loved that tree, and dreaded seeing the damage.  It’s an old female tree, and every year it bore hundreds and
hundreds of brilliant red berries. But I was surprised. The pine did very well. My brother asked the tree men to
trim the branches on its other side, so it didn’t look so lopsided. And - bless him - he didn’t have the holly taken
down. The men trimmed the broken limbs, and evened off the ragged, broken trunk.

And wonderfully, perhaps because the damage had occurred while the weather was still warm, the holly had
sprung fiercely back to life. The broken trunk was covered with new shoots, and they were sprinkled with shining
red berries. Somehow the tree had managed to blossom again, and to entice enough bees to pollinate the flowers.
And one branch seemed to have decided it was going to be the new trunk. It shot up straight towards the sky,
twice as high as any of the others. It was already thicker than my thumb. The leaves were shiny and bright green.
Best of all, it was covered with berries.

Life is powerfully persistent - one of God’s gifts to the natural world of which we are a part. Given a chance, life
fights and overcomes, blessed be.

"I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse; therefore choose life!" Deut. 30:19.

                    Love,
                        Marnie



New Bible Study
The new Winter/Spring Bible Study will start soon. Suggest a topic! It’s up to
you. A continuation of the Parable Study we did in the fall has been proposed,
but the agenda is still open. Is there a parable or other text that you especially
like--or find confusing or troubling? A sign-up sheet will be available at
Meeting, where you can indicate you are interested in the study, and you can
suggest a topic and the meeting times that will work for you. The first session
will be in early February.

Lenten Thursday Series
The Yearly series of Lenten Vespers is in the process of organization. As in the past, each full week in Lent, local
churches will take turns hosting these events in the form of a service which fits their own tradition. They will
begin during the week after Ash Wednesday (February 25), so the first one is now scheduled for March 5, at St.
Mark’s Lutheran Church at 871, Harris Avenue. Smithfield has agreed to be the host on March 12, so be sure to
mark your calendars. And do plan to attend some of the others—we always get a nice turnout from elsewhere.
All services begin at 7 PM.

And if you can provide refreshments or help to set up or clean up on March 12, please let Marnie know.

Wonderful Woolman Hill Workshops
Check out two upcoming workshops at Woolman Hill, New
England’s Quaker study and retreat center in the beautiful rural area
of west central Mass. near historic Deerfield. The first is February
13-15, a workshop on the Hebrew Bible, led by Dick Kelly, and
another on March 20-22, on Weaving the Testimonies into the
Parent-Child Relationship, led by Wellesley Friend Beth Collea,
New England Yearly Meeting’s Coordinator of Christian
Education. Costs and registration information are on the bulletin
board.

Snakes Needed!
Not living ones, but custom length draft reducing bean bag-type snakes.  16 are needed
to reduce winter air flow from the windows - one each at the bottom and at the juncture
of the upper and lower windows.  The standard ones on sale in stores are only 36
inches long, but our windows are 43 1/2 inches wide.    Any sewing volunteers out
there?  Contact Richard Frechette (Richard.Frechette@cox.net; 402-769-4433).

New England Friend
Did you know that you read and/or download the quarterly newsletter of the New England Yearly Meeting of
Friends via the internet?  Go to www.neym.org, click on "Committees and other NEYM Links," then on "New
England Friend." 

First Landmine Detector Purchased!
The Landmine Detector Fund has received sufficient donations for us to purchase our first landmine detector.
The manufacturer will match the purchase, so two detectors will be sent to mined areas via a special UN program.
Thanks to all who contributed to the fund, which is still open for additional potential purchases.



SIMPLICITY CIRCLE BEGINS IN MARCH

Ministry and Counsel enthusiastically approved Erica Lerch's proposal to offer and lead Simplicity Circle
gatherings that will start in March. The Sunday morning sessions will begin at 9:30 and end at 10:15 and will not
interfere with our usual Meeting for Worship. These gatherings will be open to all. The dates are being
determined and will be announced in the next newsletter.

 What does ‘simple living’ mean to you? As a basic
tenet of the Quaker faith, this term often has many
strong associations for practicing Quakers - among
them, a commitment to maintain a clear and open
heart, so that one can hear the call of the Spirit; a
commitment to social justice; a commitment to lead a
richer life by focusing on what is most important.

Yet we live in a complex society saturated with an
opposing world view.  Constant economic growth and
development is good for society, we are told, and helps
everyone prosper, no matter what the cost in human or
environmental terms.

We are constantly bombarded with messages to buy
more and more. For every need or desire---loneliness,
depression, frustration, lack of direction---we are
offered an innumerable number of products that will
solve our problems as long as we are willing to pay for
them.

We are also pressured by employers, advertisers, and
even family and friends, to keep up with the latest
technology, trends and must haves. We find ourselves
drawn or pushed to dedicate many waking hours to the
latest developments in technology. The heavy use of
computers, cell phones, ipods and DVD players eats

away at our time for private meditation and our social and community time. It isolates us from that loving
community that we need so desperately to sustain us.

A Simplicity Circle offers one way to gain inspiration, support and ideas for and from those who would like to
resist over indulging in technological activity as we  work toward initiating and maintaining a commitment to a
Spirit led, simpler, Friendlier lifestyle.

Ours will be regularly scheduled gathering where participants will share experiences, ponder challenging
questions about how and why to live simply, and consider setting goals - if appropriate - to help one another
realize this commitment more fully and joyfully.

Here are some of the themes that we may touch on in our discussions:
•  Simplicity and conscious living,
•  Simple living as a means to experiencing God’s presence and hearing the divine voice
•  Simple living and social justice
•  Simplicity to foster sustainability and good stewardship of the earth and all living things
•  Simplicity to nurture a spirit of community and connectedness with other people and other living things.



Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business: January 4, 2009

2009-1: Opening Minute

Smithfield Monthly Meeting met for a regularly scheduled meeting for worship with attention to business at
12:30PM on January 4, 2009.  Glenda Byhouwer served as clerk, Connie Bair-Thompson as recording clerk,
and there were six other Friends present.  We began with a period of waiting worship.

2009-2: Finance Committee Report

For Finance Committee, Tami Ruprecht distributed a copy of the preliminary Financial Report for 2008
prepared by Richard Frechette.  Clarifying the $850.00 in the Landmine Detector fund, Suzanne Frechette
said that this money is being held until we raise $1000 to buy a unit.

Tami drew our attention to the deficit number at the end of the report, indicating a $3, 044.53 shortfall of
funds required to meet the obligations we currently have or expect to have.  Because the replacement of the
meetinghouse floor is not imminent and some other anticipated expenses relating to fire code compliance
have not been thoroughly researched, we will not need to transfer funds at this point.

Tami also relayed to us that the hot water heater in the parsonage has broken and will need to be replaced
with a new gas hot water heater.  Friends ask and authorize Building and Grounds committee to replace this
unit as soon as possible.

2009-3:  Peace and Social Concerns Committee

For Peace and Social Concerns Committee, the clerk read a report left by Phil Mayer indicating their whole-
hearted endorsement of Richard Frechette’s ministry as approved in our last meeting for worship for
attention to business. Because of confusion over the wording in Phil’s report, we ask the clerk to obtain
clarification of this from Phil.

Phil Mayer’s report also indicated that the committee had passed a minute inviting representatives for
Central Falls based Fuerza Laboral to talk about their work in fighting discrimination against immigrants.

Friends appreciate this report from Peace and Social Concerns committee and will wait for a future report to
consider action.

2009-4: Outreach Committee

The clerk reminded us that Outreach Committee will meet at 9:30AM next First Day.  She also reminded us
of another scheduled meeting after the rise of meeting next First Day for people interested in brainstorming
about using technology to outreach to the wider community.  This is as discussed in our December meeting
for worship to conduct business.

2009-5: Building and Grounds Committee Report

For Building and Grounds Committee, Suzanne Frechette reported that they received three estimates for a
new roof for the meetinghouse and they chose the lowest one for about $6000, which came from a reputable
person.  She also indicated that the current shingles will be recycled.  Friends approved this expense.

2009-6:  Ministry and Counsel Report

For Ministry and Counsel Committee, Rhoda Mowry said the committee is trying to reinstate the pastoral
support group for Marnie as laid out in the personnel manual.  Arthur Johnston’s clearness committee
meeting had to be postponed because of a snowstorm and will be re-scheduled soon.  Rhoda also told us that
the committee has asked Marnie to keep a log of her pastoral duties for the months of October, November
and December as encouraged in the personnel manual.

2009-7: Closing Minute

No further business arising, Friends closed with a period of waiting worship, intending to meet again for
business on February 1, 2009, God willing.

Respectfully Submitted,
Constance Bair-Thompson
Recording Clerk



The American Friends Service Committee is
a Quaker-based peace and justice
organization that was begun in 1917.
AFSC’s work is based on the Quaker belief
in the innate dignity of every person and
faith in the power of love to overcome
violence and injustice. The South East

New England Program serves Rhode Island and southeastern Massachusetts
(north from Providence to Worcester and east through the Cape, including
Fall River and New Bedford). We are here to help lift up voices for peace
and justice in the region, to help groups and individuals in the region
learn about each other’s efforts, and to provide resources for our work
together.

Our work falls into two general areas – Peace Building and Community
Justice.  Peace Building includes ending the war in Iraq and preventing war
with Iran; education and dialogue about Israeli/Palestinian issues, with a
focus on changing US policy on the area; and Youth and Militarism. Community
Justice includes immigration, economic justice, and Native New Englanders.

Please join us in thinking, speaking, praying, voting and acting for peace
and justice.  For more information, contact a member of the Smithfield
Meeting’s Peace & Social Concerns Committee.
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