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CALENDAR FOR December/January

EVERY SUNDAY 10:30 am: MEETING FOR WORSHIP
Child Care Available

LAST SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH:  Unprogrammed Worship and Pot Luck Lunch

Other Events

Wednesday, 24 December Annual Christmas Eve Candle Light Service of  Lessons and Carols, 5 PM.
followed by refreshments at the parsonage

Sunday, January 4 Monthly Meeting for Business
Sunday, January 11 Newsletter Deadline for January

December Birthdays:   Rhoda Mowry (12/19)

Christmas Eve
by Candle Light

nce again we will have our annual Christmas
Eve Service of Lessons and Carols at 5 PM
Christmas Eve, There will be readings and
music by Smithfield Friends, and we will close

with the traditional passing of the Light, reminding us
that the more we share our God-given gifts and talents,
the brighter grows the Light. 

O



Letter from Marnie

Dear Friends,
We had our first snow the other day. Not much, just a dusting--but enough to remind us that this is

December in New England. For me, there is always something magical about snow. As children growing up in
the south, my brother and I didn’t see as much of it as children in the north did, and our small town was not well
prepared for snow. Schools would be closed for a lot less snow than it takes up here in New England; the county
just didn’t have enough plows to clear the rural roads quickly. So whenever my brother and I woke up to see the
ground covered in white, we made a mad dash to the radio, where we hung over it, listening and hoping for the
announcement that the Hanover county schools would be closed for the day. If they were, we would cheer, wolf
down our breakfasts, and head outdoors to build snowmen, pelt each other with snow balls, and make snow
angels. When we couldn’t feel our fingers and toes anymore, we’d come back inside. Snowsuits as we knew them
in those times were voluminous garments made of wool, with balloon-like trousers fastened close around the
ankles with elastic--like something only toddlers wear today. They weren’t easy to get out of, so my mother
would help us to extricate
ourselves. Then after she’d
settled us down with mugs
of hot cocoa, she would
drape the wet snowsuits and
soggy woolen mittens over
the radiators. One of the
memorable scents of the
winters of my childhood is
the very distinctive smell of
wet  woolen mit tens
steaming on a hot radiator.

But at the center of
these memories is a sense of
the power of snow—it
simply puts a stop to so
many ordinary activities.
But maybe humans need to
have this happen to us every once in awhile. Even the book of Job comments on this: “God’s voice thunders in
marvelous ways; God does great things beyond our understanding. God says to the snow, “Fall on the earth….So
that all the humans God has made may know the work of the Holy One, God stops every man from his labor.”
(Job 37:5-7) Perhaps we need to be stopped—or at least slowed down—at certain moments in life. We need a
place and time to experience the inbreaking of God’s power, and great snow does this in a physical way. We are
reminded that there are still things bigger than we are. It is, as it were, a physical Advent. And in the spiritual
realm, the celebrations of Advent remind us of the power if the Spirit to break in to ordinary life. When the
shepherds are ‘stopped from their labor’ by the choir of God’s messengers, they come to the manger and see a
baby. A human child who looks ordinary yet is, nevertheless, the Light-Bearer. “The true Light that enlightens
everyone was and is coming into the world.” (John 1:9)

And snow also reminds us of another power of Advent. Snow transforms everything. We know the usual
gray landscape of winter is still under there, but it’s transformed for a time into something rare and beautiful and
bright. Advent does the same for our spiritual winters—again and again, as we repeat the beloved rituals, we are
reminded of the power of the Light to break forth into the grayness of ordinary life and cover the world with
blessing.

Love and Peace for Christmas.
               Marnie



Fill Up the Mitten Tree! And Add a Few Socks As Well
Remember that there are needy people of all ages in Woonsocket who could really use warm hats,
gloves, mittens, and scarves, And again this year, we are adding socks. Help us fill up the tree
between now and Sunday, Dec. 23. After that, items will be taken to “Because He Lives,” a ministry
which provides food and other supplies and services to the less privileged of Woonsocket.

And Yet More Light and Goodies too
 Drop in for refreshments at the parsonage after Christmas Eve Worship. If so led, bring your favorite appetizer or
dessert to share. Beverages, including Marnie’s mulled cider, will be provided

New Bible Study
Another successful Bible study series has just been concluded, and plans are
underway for a new one in the New Year. This fall’s study took up selected
parables. We may continue with more parables in the New Year, but other
possibilities are also on the able. Your suggestions for the focus of the next
group are welcome. Dates and times to be announced—contact Marnie if you
are interested.

Exciting Workshops and Classes at Pendle Hill
Check the Bulletin Board for announcements of Workshops, Short Courses, and Retreats at Pendle Hill, the
Quaker Retreat Center just outside Philadelphia (very easy access by rail, for those interested in a break you don’t
have to drive to). The Spiritual Life offerings look especially intriguing—like the one in February on “The Sacred
Compass,” on traveling through life with purpose and promise, “even when we might not be certain what that
purpose is.” Registration info on the announcement brochures.

Fight Poverty With Faith  
Since late in the summer the State Council of Churches has been hard
at work with a number of faith and community leaders to implement a
local strategy for a national movement to cut poverty in half in ten
years. The Fight Poverty With Faith initiative will be sponsoring
a Prayer Vigil in the Rotunda of the State House at 3:00 PM on
Thursday, January 6, 2009. EVERYONE is welcome and encouraged
to attend. 

Rhode Island Interfaith Power & Light
www.riipl.org presents: 

Faith Lights Our Way…toward a sustainable future

 La SALLE ACADEMY, 612 Academy Avenue, Providence, RI

Thursday January 8, 2009, 5 pm - 9:30 pm 

A conference for clergy, lay leaders, parents, educators, business people, students and other interested
persons.  Pre-register at www.riipl.org/pre_register.htm.

Please go to www.riipl.org/flyer2009.pdf for all conference details.



Friendly Outreach

At Meeting for Business on December 7, Ron Belliveau made a call for action on growing our membership.  Ron
made a strong case for utilizing the internet to reach out to the electronic community of souls through our website.

We discussed the fact that not only does our community need to grow, but that we must engage young people to
ensure that our Meeting will continue.  The way to connect with young people is through the internet. Blogs and
social networking sites are how young people today reach out to the world.   Utilizing those sites, we want to
provide a portal through which people can reach out to us.

We propose creating a forum on our website so people can post questions and commentary. This will require
monitoring the site by those of us willing and technically able to contribute some time once a week to answer
queries and post comments.

Many of us believe that it is imperative that we make this effort.   We can  only benefit by adapting our Outreach
efforts to take advantage of the powerful communication tools afforded by today's technology. Imagine our
Meetinghouse full of a First Day with a hundred spirits joined in worship and song, and a basement full of noisy
children learning how to talk about love and peace.

We suggest that we get this exciting project off the ground by forming a focus group to explore the concept and
define the operational details.  We will ask Randy Thomson  to lead us in technical implementation.  With his
expertise and our combined intention and effort, we can make this happen.

Plan to meet after Fellowship on January 11 to help launch our web adventure.

Ancient Quaker Christmas Quote

That which calls your minds out of the earth turns it to God, where the pure Babe is born in the virgin-mind….
-George Fox, Epistle 56



Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business: December 7, 2008

2008-70: Opening Minute  Smithfield Monthly Meeting met for a regularly scheduled meeting for worship with
attention to business at 12:30PM on December 7, 2008.  Rhoda Mowry served as clerk, Connie Bair-Thompson as
recording clerk, and there were seven other Friends present.  We began with a period of waiting worship.

2008-71: Finance Committee Report  For Finance Committee, Tami Ruprecht (clerk) distributed the proposed 2009
budget, which is attached to these minutes.  Friends discussed how we can lower our heating costs and realize we will
have to do something about this, recognizing that we are heating a much larger space for worship in the winter than
we need to now.  Finance Committee asks Friends to establish a process for financial support for causes or
organizations we wish to support.  Specifically, Finance Committee asks whether support for these organizations, such
as American Friends Service Committee, should be budgeted or handled as the need arises.

Friends ask Building and Grounds Committee to arrange for an energy audit for the parsonage, as was done for the
meetinghouse.  Before approving the budget, Friends are asked to discuss the budget in their committee meetings,
specifically as relates to the work of their committee, and we will seek final approval of the budget during our January
meeting for worship with attention to business.

2008-72:  Outreach Committee Report   Friends express our gratitude to the Outreach Committee for their work in
organizing the wonderful bazaar that was held at the meetinghouse on November 15.  Friends also recognize and
thank the many people worked to make the bazaar a success who are not “officially” on the Outreach Committee.  The
Committee proudly announces that the first printing of the meeting cookbook has been sold out and the second edition
is at the printer.

2008-73: Building and Grounds Committee Report   For Building and Grounds Committee, Richard Frechette told
us that the new front door will be installed on or around December 17 and the fire inspection will be on December 15.
The front door and the opening in the wall downstairs were two major areas cited at the last fire inspection which have
now been addressed or will be soon.  We are pleased that the open stone wall in the basement has been enclosed and
enhanced.  Friends thank Richard Frechette and Saul Ayotte for their work on this area.  Friends also thank Ron
Belliveau for his gift of a new coffee maker.

2008-74:  Ministry and Counsel Report   Ministry and Counsel Committee is pleased to report that Friends have
made a sincere effort to arrive on time or enter quietly without disrupting worship.

2008-75:  Mitten Tree Donations   Friends approve giving this year’s mitten tree donations to Because He Lives
Ministries, which serves homeless people and others in poverty.  Our support of Because He Lives also involves
bringing non-perishable food items to them on an ongoing basis.

2008-76:  Prison Re-Entry Program – Richard Frechette   Richard Frechette asks us to approve naming him as an
official representative of our meeting to the Woonsocket Area Prisoner Re-entry Council.  He reminded us that he had
worked in this area in his job with the RI Department of Corrections and, since retiring, he feels called to continue this
work.  Friends approve and ask the clerk to draft a letter introducing Richard as our representative.

2008-77: New Sandwich Board   We have been blessed with an anonymous donation of a new sandwich board,
which we used to advertise our recent bazaar.  Friends would like to use the board to announce other events to the
community, including upcoming special services like our Christmas Eve service.  We would also like to list our
website on the board for a short period of time now.

2008-78: New Outreach    Friends are interested in finding ways to use technology like the Internet to advertise and
attract new people to our meeting and to our community, such as creating a blog on our website that we continually
post comments to or using existing social networking sites such as Facebook.  We recognize that our meeting needs to
change and grow if we are to continue to be viable.  Friends would like to form a new committee to develop ways of
outreach using technology that will meet first at the rise of meeting on January 11, 2009.  Tami Ruprecht agreed to
submit something about this to the newsletter.

2008-79: Closing Minute  No further business arising, Friends closed with a period of waiting worship, intending to
meet again for business on January 4, 2009, God willing.

Respectfully Submitted,

Connie Bair-Thompson

Recording Clerk



The Work of Christmas

When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the Star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost,
To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry,
To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations,
To bring peace among brothers,
To make music in the heart.

-Howard Thurman
The Mood of Christmas
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