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CALENDAR FOR November/December

EVERY SUNDAY 10:30 am: MEETING FOR WORSHIP
Child Care Available

LAST SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH:  Unprogrammed Worship and Pot Luck Lunch

Other Events

Sunday, November 23 3 PM: Woonsocket Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service at Holy Family
Roman Catholic Church on South Main St.

Thurs., November 27                  9 AM: Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service at Uxbridge Meetinghouse
Sunday, December 7                  Monthly Meeting for Business following Worship
                                                    Newsletter Deadline for December

Annual Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service at Uxbridge
Quaker Meeting House

 On Thanksgiving morning itself, the Uxbridge Quaker Meeting House
Association will again sponsor the popular annual ecumenical

Thanksgiving Service at Uxbridge. Folks from many area churches will
gather for the service in this historic 1771 Meeting House, which will, as
always include a period of traditional unprogrammed Quaker worship. It
will be followed by refreshments and fellowship at the old carriage shed.

This service has been a special favorite of Smithfield Friends for many
years, so it’s time to resurrect the woolies (discover colonial heating), and

plan to attend.

Bazaar and Cookbook Sale a Big Success!

Our Meeting bazaar and sale of cookbooks earned approximately $1,200!  That is a net profit after all costs of the
cookbook have been covered.  AND all further cookbook sales will be pure profit.  Thanks so much to all who
pitched in for both efforts.



Letter from Marnie

Dear Friends,

November again—so soon? And the holidays are coming up again, to close off an incredible year. I began
working on this letter on an incredible day in an incredible year—Election Day, the most history-making Election
Day in my lifetime. We crossed a great cultural divide, but eventually both the excitement and the trepidation will
settle back down into the realities of life in the twenty-first century. And the long term results are still hidden.

But curiously, this event set me to reflecting on the whole idea of ritual. A ritual is a set of ceremonies or
procedures that are repeated at regular times, and they often take on great symbolic—even religious--value. They
represent things for us that are of great value and importance. And when we are kept from performing them, or
when we see them losing value, or even being neglected or forgotten, it can be distressing. Election Day is one
such ritual that symbolizes—in one day—the importance and power of our democratic system.

Some rituals can be purely personal, but many are communal, even national.

As the year revolves into fall and winter, we move toward the first great national ritual of almost-winter,
Thanksgiving. And it’s no accident that one central focus is on food, a basic necessity for every living thing in
order to get through the cold dark times ahead. The rituals of Thanksgiving are curious, because we regard it as a
kind of religious ritual, when technically it isn’t. It’s a national secular holiday that has risen out of the harvest

festivals that can be found in every nation
the world over. But we’ve taken a
particular harvest festival—and in it we
relive, even if not very accurately, the
harvest celebration of the Puritans and the
Indians, held in the first days of the
colonial settlement of New England. And
along with it, we have taken the religious
significance that it had for both the
Puritans and the Native Americans. We
recall the God we give thanks to, but we
recall that God in the understanding of
whatever religious tradition we belong to,
in a way that allows Christians and Jews,
or Buddhists or Hindus—or
Wampanoags, to celebrate together. And
the gathering together is as important a
part of the ritual as the food.
Thanksgiving is thus a curiously

American ritual. In England, for example, harvest festivals are held each year in churches, and have a
distinctively Anglican (or Methodist or Presbyterian, etc.) flavor. Not in America. Here everybody
celebrates—and even the government gets involved, with the annual Thanksgiving proclamations from the
Governors of the various states. We may go home to have the festival food with friends and family—but in
virtually every community we can usually find ecumenical and interfaith Thanksgiving celebrations.

These haven’t come easily. For several centuries we have fought and kicked against coming together with all
those “Others,” the aliens and strangers who are not like us—“wrong” color, “wrong” faith tradition,
whatever…But something has lurked down deep within us since our beginnings. This is the persistent belief that
coming together, feasting together with those who are “not like us”--gathering in this ancient ritual is, in the end,
the right and proper thing to do, even when we may not be entirely comfortable with the idea. And it is a very
Biblical idea—see Leviticus 13:33-34.

And remember the point of ritual—to relive something of value by repeating it in a symbolic form…”lest you
forget the things which your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life; make
them known to your children and your children’s children.” –Deuteronomy 4:9.
  Thanksgiving Blessings,

Marnie



New Bible Study
The new Bible study on the Parables will start Monday, November 10, 7 PM
at the parsonage. If you have a favorite parable, or one you find puzzling,
there’s still time to request that we take it up. Let Marnie know

Woonsocket Ecumenical Thanksgiving Services
The annual Woonsocket Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service will take place at
Holy Family Roman Catholic Church just down the street from us on South
Main St., Sunday, November 23, at 3 PM. All are invited. The host pastor is

Father Ed St. Godard, an old friend of Smithfield Meeting, who cordially invites us all to attend. Marnie will be
one of the participating pastors.

Advent at Smithfield
Mark your calendars for the Advent services at Smithfield. This year the first Sunday of
Advent is the last Sunday of November—as usual on the last First Day of the month,
worship will be unprogrammed, but it would be lovely to have some special refreshments
for the occasion. Can you sign up to provide some?

Readers and Musician Wanted
We always need volunteers to read, sing, and play for our Advent and Christmas Eve Services. How about
YOU?? Let Marnie know if you can help.

And Christmas Eve!
Be sure to mark your calendar for Wednesday, 24 December, when we will hold the annual Christmas Eve
Candle Light Service of Lesson and Carols at 5 PM in the Meeting House, followed by refreshments at the
parsonage

Woolman Hill Retreats
Don’t forget the new Woolman Hill Retreats for January-May, 2009. Here’s your chance—several chances in
fact—to discover the beautiful New England Quaker Study and Retreat Center in Deerfield, MA. There will be
everything from the annual Silent Retreat at the New Year to a joyful celebration of the Light Within at the
summer solstice. See the flyer posted on the bulletin board.

Countering White Privilege and Racism  
 The Election: Only A Beginning—While many Friends are thankful that the day has come when our country
has chosen an African American president, we also appreciate the enormity of the challenges Barack Obama
faces.  As he steps up to those challenges, he needs our support in any way possible. As Joe Volk of FCNL said:
“If the movement that elected Barack Obama drops him off at the White House portico and goes home to other
things, then Obama will be history, but he won’t make history anymore.” (See www.fcnl.org for more of Volk’s
comments.} And Civil Rights activist the Rev. James Lawson told Friends at the June FGC Gathering that
electing Obama will be meaningful ONLY if he has widespread public support. We are the ones who can
encourage others to be informed and join us in offering support and prayers in the coming months and years. We
must keep ourselves informed on Obama’s proposals and let him and our reps in Washington know we expect
results. FCNL publications and website are an excellent way to be informed and take action.
 Wellesley Meeting member Hal Weaver challenges Friends to cast aside conventional wisdom about
"race," racism, and violence and conceive and implement programs consistent with Quaker testimonies. In his
2008 Weed Lecture at Beacon Hill, “Facing Unbearable Truths,” Hal, an African American Friend, proposes a
new focus on justice, calling on Friends to 1) to devise a Justice testimony and 2) make a major commitment to
redress past exploitation and dehumanization of African Americans with a comprehensive program of
"retrospective justice." To order his talk, send $4.00 plus 96 cents postage, to BHFH Publications, 6 Chestnut
St., Boston MA 02108.Your ideas and comments welcome:music1@charter.net.

Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business: October 5, 2008



2008-53: Opening Minute
Smithfield Monthly Meeting met for a regularly scheduled meeting for worship with attention to business at
12:30PM on October 5, 2008.  Rhoda Mowry served as clerk, Connie Bair-Thompson as recording clerk, and
there were eleven other Friends present.  We began with a period of waiting worship.

2008-54: Committee Report – Building and Grounds Committee
For Building and Grounds Committee, Ron Belliveau told us the committee is soliciting bids on a replacement
sign for the front of the meetinghouse, possibly with a changeable message board.  The fire marshal has told us
that our building must be inspected by the end of 2008.  Richard Frechette said we need to change the front door
to opening out and add a panic bar.  We also need to seal off the opening in the downstairs ceiling and wall - as
well as adding Exit signs.  These changes must occur before the fire inspection.  A strong musty odor was noticed
downstairs and the committee is looking into getting a de-humidifier and possibly removing moldy carpet.

2008-55: Committee Report – Outreach Committee
Tami Ruprecht told us she is moving forward on the production of the meeting cookbook and is hoping to have it
at the printer by Thanksgiving.  Suzanne Frechette said the date for our fall Bazaar will be November 15, 2008.
She said the committee will meet Sunday, November 2 to make paper cranes to sell at the Bazaar.  The committee
will also be creating all-inclusive gift packages of things like soup and cake mix.  An announcement will be made
soon asking for donations needed to create these.

2008-56: Committee Report – Peace and Social Concerns Committee
Richard Frechette told us the committee will be meeting at the rise of worship next First Day, October 12.

2008-57: Concern about Quaker presence in ecumenical services at older Quaker meetinghouses
Concern was expressed about the lack of Quaker presence in the recent service at the East Blackstone
meetinghouse and the upcoming ecumenical Thanksgiving Day service at the Uxbridge meetinghouse.  Friends
explained that these meetinghouses have not had active Quaker meetings in them since the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries.  Friends acknowledged that there is some Quaker worship in the Thanksgiving service
and that our meeting has historically been one of ecumenical, Christian outreach to people of other
denominations.  There will be a meeting of the association that cares for the Uxbridge meetinghouse tomorrow at
7:30 at the meetinghouse.  This meeting is specifically to plan the Thanksgiving service and address some
building and grounds issues.  Friends were encouraged to attend this meeting and express their concerns.

2008-58: Holiday donations
Friends expressed the desire to collect non-perishable food and other items like hats and mittens to help people in
need, specifically during the holiday season.  We will ask the Uxbridge meetinghouse association to consider
asking participating congregations to ask their members to bring these items to the Thanksgiving service.  Friends
were reminded that we have an ongoing collection of non-perishable food items in the foyer.  We would also like
to see if there is interest among Friends for more formal participation in a holiday gift-giving program in the
community.  We ask Richard Frechette to include this concern in the weekly e-mail update and ask interested
Friends to meet after worship next First Day (October 12) to coordinate.  An announcement will also be made at
the rise of worship next First Day.  As we consider our holiday gift-giving, a concern was raised about the types
of gifts we give and whether they are truly useful and healthy.  Friends are encouraged to be creative in their gift-
giving.

2008-59: Closing Minute
No further business arising, Friends closed with a period of waiting worship, intending to meet again for business
on November 2, 2008 or at the call of the clerk, God willing.

-Respectfully Submitted,

Constance Bair-Thompson

Recording Clerk



Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business: November 2, 2008

2008-60: Opening Minute  Smithfield Monthly Meeting met for a regularly scheduled meeting for worship with
attention to business at 12:20PM on November 2, 2008.  Glenda Byhouwer served as clerk, Richard Frechette as
recording clerk pro-temp, and there were fourteen other Friends present.  We began with a period of waiting
worship.   Marnie read the Navaho Prayer.  “Before me peaceful, behind me peaceful, under me peaceful, all
around me peaceful.”

2008-61: Naming of Nominating Committee  The Clerk asked that the following persons serve as a nominating
committee to fill the 2009 standing committees and officer positions of the meeting:  Pieter Byhouwer, Suzanne
Frechette and Marcel St. Germain.  Friends approved.  Eunice Strobel offered to assist with the phone calling
process.

2008-62:  Outreach Committee Report  Cindy Keene reported that we were fully underway in preparation
November 15 bazaar.   Peace cranes were made by volunteers earlier this morning.  Next Sunday, volunteers will
move benches in the meetingroom to make way for the following Saturday.  Word is being spread throughout the
area by newspaper and word of mouth.    The “Meeting for Eating” cookbook is mostly finished and ready to send
to the printers.    We appreciate the work of the volunteers, primarily Cindy and Tami Ruprecht, who headed up
these two efforts.

2008-63: Meetinghouse Door  On behalf of Building & Grounds Committee, Suzanne Frechette presented a
proposal for replacement of the meetinghouse door.  The recommended contractor is Bill Lizotte of Rumford.
She reminded Friends that the current door must be replaced in order to comply with the fire code.  The door will
be made of white aluminum and glass, and will include side-lights as well.  The glass will help prevent accidents
involving the door opening as someone is at the top of the stairs.   Both the door and sidelights will be subdivided
to match the look of the windows.  The door will open out and will have a panic bar.  The cost will be $5,059.
Discussions revolved around two matters:  whether the door would be aesthetically out of character with the
meetinghouse, and whether we are comfortable with the idea of a fully see-through door.  In both cases Friends
decided that safety and practicality take precedence.  Friends approved contracting for the door and instructed
Building and Grounds committee to proceed.  We recognize that some of the funds to be used for this purpose
have been donated in memory of Glen Ewing; once the door is installed, the clerk will send a note notifying the
family of the use of those funds.

2008-64:  On Entering Meeting for Worship late   Rhoda Mowry, on behalf of Ministry & Counsel, reminded
Friends that it is important to be try hard to be ready for worship at the appointed hour, as it is hard for many to
stay deep in worship when people walk in late.  It was noted that this is not meant to dissuade people from
coming to meeting if they have to be late; however, it is important in these cases to enter the worship as non-
disruptively as possible.  We discussed ways in which this could be accommodated, and how we can each take
individual responsibility in this matter.  We state this with loving concern for all who participate in our worship.

2008-65:  Purchase of air filter  We approve purchase of an air cleaner for use by anyone who needs such at
worship and other meetinghouse functions.

2008-66:  Financial Support for Uxbridge Meetinghouse   Friends approve providing a $50 contribution to the
Quaker Meetinghouse Association, Inc.  for the care of the historic Meetinghouse in South Uxbridge, and ask the
Finance Committee to plan for this annual expenditure in future budgets.

2008-67:  NEYM Ministry & Counsel   New England Yearly Meeting’s Ministry and Counsel Committee
would like to hold its January 10 meeting at our meetinghouse.  Friends approve the use of the meetinghouse for
this meeting.  Richard Frechette will be responsible for preparation of early morning coffee an’ and soup for
lunch for the group.    Rhoda Mowry will serve as liaison for provision of overnight hospitality for those who
need it.

2008-68:  East Blackstone Meetinghouse    Marnie Miller Gutsell and Rhoda Mowry met with representatives
of the East Blackstone Meetinghouse and Cemetery Association concerning the transfer of the meetinghouse,
cemetery properties to that group   In our September 2007 meeting for business we had approved the transfer of
the meetinghouse and cemetery to the organization (Minute 2007-40).  We are now at the stage where legal
documents must be executed.  We give the following officers the authority to sign all appropriate legal documents
for this transfer:  Glenda Byhouwer, Connie Bair Thompson, Richard Frechette and Rhoda Mowry, requesting
that our reps insure that the deed include provision for our Meeting to use the meetinghouse for worship in the
future.  We note that this transfer has been over 50 years in the making.

Respectfully Submitted,

Richard Frechette, Recording Clerk pro temp



Our Meeting Cookbook on Sale now…
A perfect holiday gift…$13.   The cookbooks are available at the
meetinghouse, or can be ordered by calling 401-769-4433, or e-
mailing cookbook@smithfeldfriends.org (an additional $5 per
cookbook will be charged for cookbooks mailed out).

Martha Smith on the move...
Our dear Friend Martha Smith has moved to sunny Florida to stay
with her daughter Janice.  If you would like to call or write to
Martha, here is her contact info:  Martha Smith   c/o Janice
Milliken, 770 Luminary Circle, Melbourne FL 32901  Tel 321-724-
8646

Smithfield Monthly Meeting
              of Friends
     108 Smithfield Road
   Woonsocket, RI 02895


